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SUBJECT :PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS: PRESS REPORT AND 
GUIDANCE 

1 . WALL STREET JOURNAL SEPT 10, 1976, CARRIED A LENGTHY 
REPORT ON THE BASE NEGOTIATIONS (SEE EA PRESS SUMMARY 
SEPTEL). WE ARE POUCHING FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE TO EMBASSY. 

2. NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED IN SEPT 10 DEPARTMENT PRESS 
BRIEFING RE THE BASE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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3. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED: 
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Q: THERE ARE CONTINUING REPORTS OUT OF MANILA WHICH 
APPEAR TO INDICATE THAT YOU ARE HAVING SOME SERIOUS DIFFI- 
CULTIES IN NEGOTIATING BASE RIGHTS THERE. WHAT CAN YOU TELL 
US OF THOSE TALKS AND THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED, AND HOW DO YOU 
ASSESS THE PROSPECTS FOR AN AGREEMENT? 

A: NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PHILIPPINES OVER THE USE OF 
BASES THERE BEGAN ON APRIL 12 WITH AN INITIAL MEETING 
BETWEEN SECRETARY KISSINGER AND SECRETARY ROMULO IN 
WASHINGTON. NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED IN MANILA IN JUNE. DURING 
THE INITIAL STAGES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS BOTH SIDES HAVE MADE 
DETAILED PRESENTATIONS OF THEIR POSITIONS ON THE MANY 
COMPLEX ASPECTS OF OUR USE OF THESE BASES AND BOTH SIDES 
ARE CONTINUING EXAMINATION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE 
POSITIONS DISCUSSED. WE CONTINUE TO WORK FOR AN EARLY 
AND SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

Q: COULD YOU COMMENT ON THE REPORT WHICH APPEARED IN 
THIS MORNING'S WALL STREET JOURNAL THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS 
HAS PRESENTED "SEEMINGLY UNACCEPTABLE DEMANDS TO THE 
AMERICAN NEGOTIATORS"? 

A: THE WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE IS THE LATEST IN A 
SERIES OF REPORTS ON THE NEGOTIATIONS ORIGINATING IN 
MANILA. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF COMPLICATED ISSUES THAT 
REMAIN TO BE RESOLVED BUT, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, WE DO 
NOT WISH TO COMMENT ON REPORTS OF NEGOTIATIONS IN PROGRESS. 

Q: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS? 

A: TALKS ARE CONTINUING. ROBINSON 
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